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SUMMARY

These collected papers have been assembled and produced as a heritage book that is specially
addressed to the people of Chukotka. Papers in this volume, as well as the accompanying archival
materials and numerous historical photographs have been so selected that the findings by Vladimir
Bogoraz (Waldemar Bogoras, 1865—1936), his students, and his followers could become familiar
to the residents of the places where the fieldwork was once undertaken, if subsequently almost
forgotten.

Today, the studies by Bogoraz and his disciples in Chukotka are quoted increasingly [requently.
In fact, in terms of the scope of the data collected and of the depth of the data analysis they are
often much superior to the findings of today’s experts. One feature of Bogoraz’s research and that
of his numerous students was particularly striking, which is the speed of collecting and processing
of huge amounts of new field materials.

For instance, it is often thought that the monumental three-volume study by Bogoraz called «The
Chukchee» (which was published in 1904—1909), had resulted from long-term investigation of the
traditional life of the Chukchi and Asiatic Eskimo peoples. Actually, that encyclopedic publication
was produced as a result of one-year fieldwork by Bogoraz in Chukotka, as a member of the Jesup
North Pacific Expedition in 1900-1901. Bogoraz'’s full route during that year was as follows:

Arrival to Anadyr/ Mariinsky Post in July 1900 — fieldwork in fishing and reindeer camps around
today’s city of Anadyr (August—September) — departure for Markovo (October, 1900) — field-
work in northern Kamchatka near the villages of Paren’ and Kamenskoye (November—December
1900) — traveling across western Kamchatka, visiting the villages of Khairyuzovo and Tigil’ (Janu-
ary—February 1901) — return trip via the villages of Palana and Karaga (March 1901) — returning
to Anadyr along the Bering Sea coast through the villages of the Olyutora Koryak and the Kerek
(late March, 1901) — travel on dog-sled along the Gulf of Anadyr northern coast from Anadyr to
Ungaziq on Cape Chaplin (April —May 1901) — short trip on Eskimo skin-boat to Gambell on St.
Lawrence Island and back (late May—early June 1901) — return trip on a skin boat from Ungaziq
(Old Chaplino ) to Anadyr (late June —July, 1901).

The striking capacity of Bogoraz to grasp the essence of many different Native cultures and
languages was most certainly an outcome of his exceptional talent as a field worker but also of
his extremely broad cultural background. The latter was, in fact, typical to many, if not most of
the early researchers of the pre-revolutionary (pre-1917) Russia. This is why many early studies of
Chukotka of the 18th — early 20th centuries conducted by Russian Navy officers (such as Gavriil
Sarychev, Otto Kotzebue, Aleksei Lazarev, Fedor Ltke, Ferdinand /Fedor Wrangell, and others),
local administrative officials (Leonid Grinevetsky, Nikolai Gondatti, Nikolai Sokolnikoff), or natural
scientists and medical doctors (such as Albert Shamisso, Leonid Starokadomsky) remain such re-
markable documents of great value to these days.

It so happened that in the last two decades of the 20th century many Native elders passed
away in Chukotka, one after another. It was a tremendous cultural and community loss to the lo-
cal people. Along with the elders, many blocks, even layers of traditional knowledge, of cultural
and subsistence skills went into oblivion; the entire framework of cultural transmission among
generations was greatly damaged, if not lost. Owing to that, the studies by early researchers, with
Bogoraz ranking the first among them, often become the main source of cultural knowledge and of
the precious legacy to the generations of today.
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The restoration of local historical memory is thus never conlined to the legacy of a single per-
son, even one exceptionally gifted like Bogoraz. It invariably entails the recovery of many forgotten
events of local social and political life, of names and writings of Bogoraz’s predecessors, followers,
and contemporaries. They all had productive life of their own and they had documented the world
they observed in their texts, photographs, and memoirs.

Such materials, together with the living memories of today’s elders, comprise the ‘golden core’
of cultural and historical heritage of Chukotka. Our mission is to preserve this legacy and to pass it
to the younger generations. That was the main objective of many contributors to this volume and,
particularly, of the two compilers and co-editors of this book.

Some papers in the volume were written specially for this collection; others had been published
decades ago and had been since long forgotten. Many contributors to this book, such as Aivangu,
A. Valgirgin, V. Leonova, V. Nuvano, N. Enmynkau, bring in the memories of the past lile in
the old Native villages or communities, or personal stories about certain remarkable individuals.
Of great interest are the stories of the often brutal Soviet collectivization of the 1930-1950s re-
called by indigenous residents and scientists (such as V. Nuvano, Z. Omrytkheut, D. Raizman,
and V. Zadorin), as well as by local administrators and career security officers (like A. Kaltan or
B. Andronov), who were the most dedicated proponents of the Soviet power. Of the latter, Kaltan
reported on the first results of the ‘Sovetization’ of Chukotka coastal residents in 1930-1931,
whereas Andronov participated in the ‘final’ collectivization of the defiant Chukchi reindeer herd-
ers in 1951-1952. Comparison of those viewpoints, often diametrically opposite sheds light on the
tragic collision of traditional life-ways of Chukotka indigenous people with the outsiders’ vision of
their future in its early Soviet version.

Numerous historical photographs reproduced in this collection offer an independent visual path
to the former life of the people of Chukotka. For example, Aleksandr Forshtein, the young and
gifted student of Bogoraz, enriched our historical memory by taking pictures of individual Eskimo
and Chukchi people of the early 20th century. Thanks to Forshtein’s photos, we know how Uksima,
‘the school-girl’ (the well-remembered Yupik activist U.I. Ukhsima); ‘shaman Galmugye’; Chaplino
activist Matlyu; Alalawen, the Chair of Imtuk village council; and several famous hunters of Nau-
kan of the 1920s once looked like. The majority of the illustrations presented here are published
for the first time.

A few concluding explanatory remarks regarding the structure of the collection seem appropri-
ate. Photographs used as illustrations to Parts I, II, III, and IV are arranged in four ‘blocks’ or
series. Pictures marked with* have accompanying comments at the end of each illustration series.

The Eskimo (Yupik) and Chukchi words are printed in italics when first listed in the text. Native
words and/or local terms marked with endnote signs are explained at the end of the respective
papers, prior to the References. All acronyms used in the book are explained in Appendix 1; the
non-metric units of distance, area size, and weight used in the early Russian sources are listed in
Appendix 2.

The English version of the volume’s Table of Contents follows the transliteration system for tra-
ditional Siberian Yupik /Eskimo names developed by the Alaska Native Language Center (ANLC)
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. This is done, because the people of Alaska usually know the
names of their Siberian Yupik kin under that very transliteration pattern.

Last but not least, personal information, including years of birth and death, is missing for several
individuals, both Native and non-Native, featured in the volume’s photographs or listed in the pa-
pers. Closing those gaps remains a critical task in our common effort to restore historical memory
of the people of Chukotka.

Lyudmila Bogoslovskaya and Igor Krupnik
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